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Childcare Funding - A Step-by-Step Guide for Parents
At Jubilee Childcare Centre, we understand that childcare funding can sometimes feel confusing. We are here to help you understand the process and make applying as simple as possible.

Funding eligibility is determined by the relevant government scheme and Kent County Council (KCC). Jubilee Childcare Centre can support you with the nursery side of the process, but parents/carers are responsible for applying for their funding and keeping their eligibility up to date.
Step 1 – Check Which Funding You May Be Eligible For
Depending on your child's age and your circumstances, you may be entitled to funded early education and childcare.

15 Hours – 3 & 4-Year-Olds
All eligible 3 and 4-year-olds are entitled to up to 15 hours of funded childcare per week for 38 weeks of the year, starting from the term after their third birthday. There is no application for the universal 15 hours; eligibility is based on your child's date of birth.

Working Parent Entitlement – Up to 30 Hours
Eligible working parents may be able to access up to 30 hours of funded childcare per week for 38 weeks of the year for children aged from 9 months to 4 years.
From September 2025, eligible working parents can apply for the Working Parent Entitlement from the term after their child turns 9 months.

Funding for Eligible 2-Year-Olds
Some 2-year-olds may be entitled to funded childcare depending on their family's circumstances. You can apply through KCC when your child reaches 1 year and 10 months. You should not apply before this point.
Step 2 – Apply at the Right Time
It is important to apply before the relevant deadline. Applying late can mean that your funded hours cannot start until the following term.

For Working Parent Entitlement, the current KCC deadlines are:

	Funding Start
	Apply for and receive your code by

	September
	31 August

	January
	31 December

	After Easter
	31 March


KCC advises parents to apply in good time rather than waiting until the deadline.
Our advice
Don't leave it until the last minute!
We recommend starting your application as soon as you become eligible so there is plenty of time to resolve any issues and provide Jubilee Childcare Centre with your funding details.
Step 3 – Make Your Application
For the Working Parent Entitlement, you apply online through the government's childcare service. You will generally need information such as:

· Your full name
· Your address
· Your National Insurance number
· Employment/income information
· Information about any benefits you receive

If you are eligible, you will receive an 11-digit eligibility code.
For eligible 2-year-old funding, applications are made through Kent County Council and you will receive a funding/voucher code if your application is successful.
Step 4 – Give Jubilee Childcare Centre Your Funding Details
Once you have received your funding code, please provide it to us as soon as possible.

For Working Parent Entitlement, we will need:

· Your child's 11-digit eligibility code
· Your National Insurance number
· Your child's birth certificate

For other funding types, we may require the relevant funding/voucher code and your child's birth certificate or passport.

We will then check your funding eligibility through the appropriate KCC/government system.
Step 5 – Complete Your Parental Declaration Form
Once your funding has been checked and confirmed, Jubilee Childcare Centre will ask you to complete a Parental Declaration Form.

This form confirms:

· That you wish to claim your funded hours with Jubilee Childcare Centre
· The number of funded hours you are claiming
· The funding period
· Any other setting where you are using funded hours, if applicable
Please read the form carefully before signing it. If you have any questions, our team will be happy to explain the nursery's arrangements to you.
Step 6 – Agree Your Child's Sessions With Us
Funding provides a number of funded hours rather than necessarily covering all of your child's nursery attendance.
At Jubilee Childcare Centre, we will discuss your child's required sessions with you and explain:
· Which sessions can be covered by funding
· How many additional hours you may require
· Any applicable charges
· How funded hours are spread across the year
· Whether your funded hours are offered as standard or stretched funding
Some providers offer funded hours over more weeks of the year by spreading the annual entitlement across the year. This is known as stretched funding.
Step 7 – Keep Your Funding Code Up to Date
If you receive Working Parent Entitlement, you must reconfirm your eligibility every 3 months. HMRC will remind you when you need to reconfirm.
Please make sure you complete your reconfirmation on time. If you do not reconfirm by the required date, this may affect your ability to access your funded hours.
Please remember: Your funding code is your responsibility.
Jubilee Childcare Centre can check your code and support you with the nursery's part of the process, but parents/carers must apply and reconfirm their own eligibility.
Step 8 – Your Child Must Attend During the Funding Claim Period
For KCC to pay the funding, your child must attend during the relevant funding claim period.
This is important because the attendance recorded during the claim period determines the funded hours that the nursery can claim for your child.
Your nursery team will let you know when the relevant funding claim period applies.
Important Things to Remember
· ⏰ Apply Early
Don't wait until the deadline. Apply as soon as you are able to.
· 🔄 Reconfirm Every 3 Months
If you receive Working Parent Entitlement, remember to reconfirm your eligibility when HMRC asks you to.
· 📄 Keep Your Documents Safe
Keep your eligibility code and any confirmation information somewhere safe and accessible.
· 👶 Funding Cannot Always Be Backdated
KCC states that funding cannot be backdated and can only be claimed once eligibility has been confirmed and the child is within the appropriate date-of-birth range.
· 🏡 Tell Us if Your Circumstances Change
Please let Jubilee Childcare Centre know if there are any changes to your circumstances that could affect your funding eligibility.
Need Help?
If you are unsure which funding you may be entitled to, please speak to a member of the Jubilee Childcare Centre team. We will be happy to explain the nursery's funding arrangements and help you understand what information we need from you.
For questions about eligibility, applications or technical problems with your government childcare account, you should contact the relevant government/KCC service directly.Kent County Council – Childcare Funding
KCC childcare funding information: Kent County Council – Help with childcare costs
HMRC Childcare Services Helpline: 0300 123 4097
Kent County Council Childcare Funding: 03000 41 23 23
Jubilee Childcare Centre:  07947646558  /  jcc@jubileeprimaryschool.org.uk 
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